
Northport Leland Township Utility Authority 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Site Access 
Introduction 

The Wastewater Treatment Facility serving the Northport area is a publicly owned 
treatment works.  The Northport Leland Township Utility Authority’s (NLTUA) intends to 
make the facility accessible to students, community members, and others interested in its 
operation.   Simultaneously, NTLUA and the plant operator are obligated to keep the plant 
secure and visitors safe from hazard or injury.    

Generally the plant site is fenced, gated, and locked; and buildings within the site are 
locked.  Members of NLTUA will have access keys, as will the plant operator.  The operator 
may leave the gate or buildings within the compound unlocked while working at the 
facility, but will re-secure the site upon departing. 

The guidelines below identify practices intended to meet NLTUA’s access objectives while 
hosting visitors at the treatment plant:   

 

Community Members 

NLTUA and the plant operator intend to accommodate any members of the public 
interested in seeing or learning about the treatment plant.  It can be time-intensive however 
to give plant tours to individuals.  The operator may take contact information from the 
inquirer and call back when a small group can be formed for a guided visit.  

Class or Group Tours  

Tours of the facility can be informative to biology and general science students.  The 
treatment processes at the facility utilize and illustrate many science principles.  A tour will 
also raise awareness about community issues relating to protecting the watershed, the 
environment, and public health.   Class or group tours should be scheduled well in advance 
and are best conducted in warm seasons of the year since there is no indoor space at the 
plant where a group can assemble for discussion.  Tours are offered to students in grades 6 
to 12, college students, and the public.  The operator of the facility has offered to make 
presentations at elementary schools so our youngest citizens can learn about treatment in a 
safe environment with age-effective presentation materials.  

Before the tour 
 

 Participants meet at the facility control building, 

 Sign the visitor log and count heads, 

 Hear safety briefing and receive safety glasses,  

 Review process schematic and site map. 
 



During the tour 
 

 Stops will be made at each process area beginning with the headworks.  The tour 
will follow the same path that the wastewater follows as it is processed.   

 Questions will be taken at each stop along the way. 
 
After the tour 
 

 Count the attendees and make sure no one was left behind. 

 Return safety glasses and wash hands. 
 

Vendors 

Vendors and contractors are asked to contact the plant operator or the NLTUA members for 
an appointment to visit.  The plant is not continuously staffed and drop-in visits are not 
possible.  Vendor’s or contractor’s reason for visiting might involve work on or around 
equipment.  When that is the case, the visitor will be required to comply with safety 
practices established for the site.  The plant operator will brief the visitor on safety 
requirements. 

 

Safety Considerations for all Visitors 

 All visitors must be accompanied by a representative of the utility authority or the plant 
operator. 

 Parking is generally restricted to the lower level of the facility.   

 Safety glasses are required. 

 Shoes with closed toes are required.  No sandals or flip-flops.  

 This is a wastewater treatment facility.  All equipment on location may have been 
exposed to wastewater.  Visitors should minimize contact with equipment.  Human 
pathogens may be present 

 Visitors can expect to walk up the steep driveway to view the treatment areas and must 
stay on the roadway and graveled areas.   There are many steep slopes at the facility not 
designed for walking.   

 Bees like treatment plants.  Allergic visitors should be alert.  

 The facility control building is handicapped accessible.  The rest of the compound is not.  
A NLTUA or operator’s representative can provide a tour in a vehicle by pre-
arrangement.  
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